
 Performance Checklist 
!
Preparation  
1. Research the song 

2.   Find the Lyrics, 

3.   Create an accurate worksheet (16 point Verdana). 

4.   Chord boxes in correct place. 

5.   Transpose into the key that you can comfortably sing        

in. 

!
Practise  
1. Always try to work on the parts of a song that you find 

difficult. 

2. Everything slowly to start with. (practise speed) 

3. A straight run through is not really a practise. 

4. Consider recording yourself so that you can find where 

the playing or singing need improvement. 

5. Don’t be too hard on yourself 

6. Practising in small chances can be highly effective 



7. Develop your own way of learning and memorising 

lyrics. This will allow you to deliver a more confident 

performance. 

!
Pitch 
1. Work on your pitch matching every day,singing scales, 

easy songs, rounds. 

2. To ensure good pitch in your songs try and find the first 

note and play it on your instrument before you start to 

sing. 

3. When you are singing and playing, remember that you 

are working with two instruments and both are equally 

important. Each of these instruments needs to be in 

tune. 

4. Practise singing away from the accompaniment. 

5. Warm up your voice before you sing.  (Ma,Ma,Mi,Mo, 

AEIOU.) 

6. Research  warm up exercises ( Internet). 

7. Any basic vocal training will enhance your singing 

technique. 



!
!
Rhythm 
1. Listen to the original recording of the song to establish 

the rhythm and strumming pattern you need to use.  

2. If you decide to change the rhythm to create a different 

feel, record yourself to make sure it works. 

3. Practise the rhythm and chord changes of the song 

separately and slowly to start with then gradually go for 

building up the speed. 

4. Go for a rhythm you can manage and control to start 

with and develop it further as you become more fluent 

with the chord changes. 

Lyrics 
1. Learn the lyrics of your songs from memory wherever 

possible. 

2. Try different ways of learning the lyrics. 

3. Keep lyrics in your car. Read a verse and recite to 

yourself. 



4. If you need the lyrics as an aid-memoir try and use 

them less and less every time you perform. 

!
Tuning 
1. Practise tuning your instrument. 

2. Use a digital tuner or a tuning app on your phone/

tablet. 

3. Always take the time to check the tuning before you 

start performing. 

!
!
Communication 
1. Try wherever possible to give the impression of looking 

at the audience by finding a spot at the back of the 

room to focus on. 

2. Try not to sing to the carpet/floor/sound-hole.  

3. Keeping your head up allows you to sing more 

effectively with more support. 

!
!
!
!



Confidence 
1. Expect to be nervous when you perform. 

2. Use your nerves to enhance your performance ( this 

takes time). 

3. Practise performing as much as practising the song. 

What are you going to say and do when you get up to 

sing? Knowing this will make your performance 

stronger. 

4. Try not to start your performance with an apology “ I’ve 

only played this once and I might not get through it”. 

5. The more you perform, the easier it gets. 

6. Read up on dealing with performance nerves. 

7.  Books like The Inner Game of Music by Barry 

Green 

!
Listen 
1. You can learn a great deal about performance by 

watching others do it. 

2. Try and use this list to inform the way you listen to 

music. 



3. If you like or dislike parts of a performance, try and 

describe what parts of it  made you come to that 

decision.  

4. It may come down to the simple fact that you just don’t 

like it. This is quite normal and acceptable. 

5. When you see something being performed that is 

confident,impressive and effective, try and see if there 

are any of those elements of this you can apply to your 

own performance. 


