
What is Transposition? 
 
Transposition is the writing or performing of a composition in a key other 
than the original or given key.  

 
Why Transpose? 
 

The song you want to play might not be in a ukulele friendly key (for 
example most ukulele players tend to avoid E and B, and all the sharp 
and flat keys with the possible exception of Bb).  

 

As many guitar based songs are set in the key of E, transposition is a 
useful skill to master. Piano based songs might use even more exotic 
keys. 

 

Another important point is that the range of your own voice is the most 
important factor in determining in which key the song should be set. 

 

Transposing a song should aim to strike a good balance between being 
able to sing it within your best range, and the playability of the 
accompaniment. 

 

Using the wheel 
The transposition wheel will deal with any transposition you need to do, 
and will adjust sharp and flat chords with no problem. Even songs which 
include key changes are possible. 

 

Select the main (tonic) chord of the original key (very often the first 
chord in the song; almost always the last). Find this on the inner wheel. 
Turn the inner wheel until this matches up with the new key on the outer 
wheel. 

 

Look up all the other chords with the wheels in this position. The inner 
wheel is the original chord; the outer wheel gives the transposed 
chord.  

If any of these chords is a derivative (7th, minor, diminished, etc.) the 
new chord will be the same derivative, so include this as you write the 
chord down. 
If the new chord is a sharp or flat, you must make sure to 

include the sharp or flat sign while noting the new chord down. 

 

 



 

Here’s a simple example: in the Rafters Book, Buffalo Girls is set 
in the key of C, and includes C and G7. Let’s pretend that it’s a 

little too low for our singing range. To transpose it into the key of 
F, line the inner wheel C up to the outer wheel F. 

                      

Remember that the G chord is a 7th, so our transposed chord will 

be C7 instead of a regular C. 

Chords for Buffalo Girls in 
the key of C 

 C G7 

Transposed to F  F C7 
 

 

Try transposing these songs: 

Chords for You Are My 
Sunshine in the key of C 

 C C7 F G7 

Transposed to D 

 
    

Transposed to G 
 

    

 

 

Chords for Loch Lomond in the 

key of D 
D G A A7 Bm Em F#m 

Transposed to C  
 

 
 

     

Transposed to F  
 

      

 

It’s a good idea to check your transpositions out with the 
‘ukulele, just in case. 


